
TH[ GORY STORY Of MlDICINf THROUGH TIM[ 

GCSE STUDENT PACK 

Use this pack as a prompt for further research and to make relevant notes. Much of this 
information can be found throughout the Sick to Death exhibition, though some questions 
will require further research. 

Contents: 

Answers to discover -these questions are relevant to each section of the exhibition 

Key individuals- key names provided to make notes on during your tour 

Key dates -for further research 

You can complete these exercises individually or as part of a group.
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Housing & hygiene 

When were the first cases of Cholera reported in England? 

How did housing conditions impact health in different periods? 

What is a strigil? 

The Magic of Medicine 

Why did the Greeks and Romans use parts of animals in their potions? 

Who was the Roman deity believed to protect people from Miasma? 

Why were many women believed to be witches? 

Skeletal Science 

Food & Health 

Which illness is a result of little vitamin C in the diet? 

How was Ergotism caused? 

What are the symptoms of Dysentry? 

Did the plague leave any evidence on human skeletal remains?

Which historic surgical techniques can be seen on human skeletal remains from archaeological 
excavations?

How long do bones generally take to completely heal?







Key dates: fill in the blanks 

1348 - ......................... strikes England

.......... -Pare becomes an army surgeon, leading him to discover ligatures

1543 - Vesalius publishes ........................... .

1628 - Harvey publishes 'An anatomical Study of the Motion of the Heart and of the Blood in Animals'

1665 - The Plague strikes ........................... .

.......... -Edward Jenner develops the Smallpox vaccination

1799 - Sir Humphry Davy discovers the anaesthetic properties of ................... .

.......... -Crawford W Long uses ether as a general anaesthetic

1842 - ...................... publishes 'On the Sanitary Conditions of the Labouring Population'

.......... -The First Public Heath Act

1849 - ..................... publishes his work on Cholera

.......... -Elizabeth Blackwell is the first women to gain a medical degree (in America)

.......... -Vaccinations are made compulsory in Britain

1858 -........................... in London

........ - Pasteur publishes his Germ Theory

1867 -Joseph Lister develops .............................. as an antiseptic

1875 -The Second ................................. .
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identify the Anthrax Bacteria

........ - Koch discovers the Cholera bacteria

1895 - Roentgen discovers X-rays

1901- Karl Landsteiner identifies ......................... .

......... -National Insurance Act

1928 - ..... ,!. ...................... discovers Penicillin

....... -NHS created under Heath Minister Bevan

1948 -WHO is established

1953 - ............. and ............... work on the structure of the DNA molecule

1980 - WHO announce that ..................... has been eradicated

1983 -HIV, the virus causing AIDS, is identified

......... -The sheep Dolly becomes the first clone

2006 - pt vaccine to target cervical cancer
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